Forest Service Unmanned Aircraft
Systems (UAS) Committee

Tactical Fire Remote Sensing
Advisory Committee Meeting

March 20, 2012

USDA Forest Service, Remote Sensing Applications Center,
FSWeb http://fsweb.rsac.fs.fed.us
WWW: http://lwww.fs.fed.us/eng/rsac/




Current Forest Service Perspectiveon UAS

A Several UAS missions conducted in recent years
I Operational, research and demonstration/evaluation

A Agency leadership recognizes the potential and
Importance of UAS operations

i Fire management I Resource mapping/inventory
i Law enforcement 1 Engineering
I Research 1 Communications

Forest health




A UAS in the context of
agency manned aircraft
program
I Augment, not replace

I Identify niche applications
I Technology transfer benefits
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Current Forest Service UASPolicy

A UAS are considered the same as manned aircraft
(FSM 5713.7)

I Acquisition T Avionics

I Carding of pilots/aircraft T Training

I Inspections T Operations
.

Maintenance

A Agency requirements to utilize UAS (FS NASMP)

I Coordination with WO F&AM UAS technical contact and RAO
I Completion and approval of USFS and FAA documentation/procedures

A Agency aviation policy and procedure reviews
are needed

I Recommendations to facilitate UAS program development and
operational implementation
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Forest Service UAS Committee

A Committee scope/focus areas:

I Assess implications of UAS policy decisions on the current or
proposed manned aircraft programs

I Risk assessment of any proposed UAS operations

I UAS strategic planning

A Charter developed and committee organized in
early CY2012

I Membership representation from USFS deputy and staff areas
I Charter to be signed soon

A Meeting schedule

I First meeting: February 28 - March 1, 2012
I Next meeting: March 23, 2012



Forest Service UAS Committee

A Committee objectives:

I Agency aviation policy review/recommendations

A Related to the acquisition and operational use of UAS and
associated technologies.

I Develop agency UAS mission protocols

A To conduct requisite interim UAS missions and inform
future operational use of UAS.

I Prepare agency UAS guidance documentation

A Communication plan, strategic plan, and risk assessment
documentation



